Court Halts National Football League

The Liberia Football Association-LFA, National league has come to a halt due to court action by some of its member clubs.
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Nine of the sixteen-team league during the week filed a petition to the sixth judiciary Circuit, civil law court in Monrovia to place an injunction on the ongoing football competition. Hearing into the case is set for 14 August 2008.

Among other things, the clubs are demanding sponsorship of the league due its appalling organization. “We want a full sponsorship of the league, attractive financial rewards and conducive playing venues”, averred Andy Quamie, spokesman of the aggrieved clubs.
Besides, the clubs are demanding the rescheduling of the date of the league to October, the start of the dry season in Liberia, ”as the heavy rains this time of the year have great impact on the wear and tear of our playing equipment”, Quamie said.
Liberia is currently experiencing its highest rainfall. The rain period runs from May to October. To make matter worst, the original venue of the LFA competition- the Antoinette Tubman stadium in the heart of Monrovia, is at the moment undergoing refurbishment, thus unorthodox pitches outside the capital are being used. This, the clubs say makes it even more difficult and expensive venture for them. They also added the venues do not meet the required standards and are unsafe for competitions.

The LFA on the hand has accused the clubs of being insensitive with their demands. It has also termed the law sue by some of its members a serious bridge, calling of them to join others in continuing the league. The Secretary General of the LFA George Williams says “the LFA is looking into improving the league through sponsorship but with teams bickering, it would be difficult to attract such deal”.
Williams wants the clubs understand the economic and infrastructure challenges of the country. A source quotes the LFA is in talks with a Ghana based firm, Avantis for around US$160,000 sponsorship deal for its league.
Eight football clubs of the  LFA- Watanga, LISCR, Deverux, Exodux, 72nd, Rangers, LPRC Oilers, and NPA anchors, during the week petitioned the civil law court sitting in its June Term A.D 2008 before His Honor Yussif Kaba assigned judge to stop the three-week long league from going further.

