Liberian Embassy in Cameroon Besieged 
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Reports filtering in from the Cameroonian capital, Yaoundé, speak of disturbing accounts at the Liberian Embassy over rental fees.

A local daily in Monrovia reports that for the past four days the premises of the Liberian Embassy in that Country has been besieged by relatives of the Chancery’s landlord in demand of about US118, 000 dollars in arrears. According to the Friday September 5, 2008 edition of the New Democrat newspaper, the action comes after the landlord had reportedly suffered a stroke following hopeless efforts to get the amount paid by the Liberian Government.

Relatives of the landlord are said to have created uproar at the premises of the Chancery, attracting the attention of local journalists.  

The public affairs arm of the ministry of Foreign Affairs in Monrovia says it has no knowledge of the case. Foreign minister Olubanke King-Akerele (photo) couldn’t comment as she is said to be out of the country. For four years the Government is said to have defaulted payment of its rentals not only in Cameroon but elsewhere.
According to the paper’s anonymous source, who frowned on the heartless treatment landed the landlord, the landlord was made to travel to Monrovia with the hope of collecting some of the arrears but after renewing the lease agreement of the Chancery, he retuned to Cameroon without getting a cent. 
A dozen of Liberian missions around the world have dwelled in appalling conditions since the Liberian civil crisis. Problems of rental and employee’s salary payment have overwhelmed Liberian foreign missions. The direct effect of these conditions is arguably factors leading to the illegal possession of Liberian passports by non Liberian citizens around the globe.     

