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Lusaka – Goodwill ambassador for the Darfur Crisis Hugh Masekela last week Wednesday performed at the Lusaka Club where he caused a stir and entertained the crowds amid highlighting the plight of women and children in Darfur, west of Sudan.

The concert was a first of its kind in the country following the solidarity concert that was performed in Accra, Ghana during the Heads of State Summit.

The recent concert hosted by the Darfur Consortium in Lusaka, Zambia did indeed cause a stir as Zambians got together to watch legendary jazz maestro Hugh Masekela who performed to a tee and had people dancing to the sound of Masekela's trumpet and highly talented band members.
The Jazz Maestro performed to a capacity crowd that could not contain their joy in being before the maestro and almost swayed onto the stage so they could adequately enjoy the energy of the legendary performer who still engages crowds with his mesmerizing performance.

The concert was hosted so that Zambians and Southern Africa Development Countries (SADC) heads of State that had been meeting in the country could hear the plight of women and children in Darfur as well as highlight the issues on the ground, a message  which can warrant that peace and security returns and remains in Darfur through the unifying power of music.

In a statement Darfur Consortium Chairperson Dismas Nkunda states that the conflict had escalated in more than 4 years with staggering statistics showcasing about 400,000 dying and 2 million people being displaced.

“The numbers were overwhelming, Nkunda said, and with such overwhelming numbers affected by the conflict, the Consortium has tried in various fora to get Africans involved and engaged so as not to lament in the future that they could have done more,” said the statement.

As a consortium, we have been hosting varying events in different African countries and as such thought it would appropriate to host this event in Lusaka thus coinciding with the SADC Heads of State Summit. 
Curtain raising for Masekela and his band at the concert was Danny “Yakumbuyo” and the Zuba Ni Moto dance troupe.

Spanning a 54 year career in music, Hugh Masekela a big driver of the solidarity concert, started his career at age 14 when he first saw the film “Young man with a Horn” – a film which portrays the life of American Jazz trumpeter Bix Biederbecke.

Having receiving his first trumpet from Archbishop Trevor Huddleston, Masekela mastered the instrument and soon interested some of his music-loving schoolmates in playing instruments, leading to the formation of the Huddleston Jazz Band, South Africa’s very first orchestra.

Through out this maestro’s flourishing and still jamming career, Masekela has perfomed with the best in the industry amongst them Zakes Nkosi, Elijah Nkwanyana, Manhattan Brothers in the orchestra for the musical King Kong written by Todd Matshikiza which was a blockbuster theatrical success.

He has also gone on to play alongside the Jazz Epistles, the first African Jazz group to record an LP and perform to record-breaking audiences in Johannesburg and Cape Town.

Following the March 21, 1960 Sharpeville Massacre, Masekela left the country with the help of friends and was admitted into London’s Guildhall School of Music.

And while in self exile visiting the United State where he recorded pop jazz hits such as “Up, up and Away”, “Grazin in the grass” and later “Bring him back home” which became an anthem for the movement to free South Africa’s former president Nelson Mandela who has been incarcerated.

Masekela has performed across the globe from his humble beginnings in Witbank to performing alongside Paul Simon, Harry Belefonte, Mirriam Makeba, Fela Kuti and many other ingenious performers.

The street songs, church songs, migrant labour work songs, political protest songs and the sounds of the wide cross-section of ethnic culture South Africa possesses from Xhosa, Zulu, Swazi, Khoi-sa, Griqua, Sotho and Tswana peoples of the South, South East, Central and Western Regions to the Ndebele, Tsonga, Venda and Pedi provinces of the North and North West.  
The urban sounds of the townships, the influences of the Manhattan Brothers, Dorothy Masuka, the Dark City Sisters, the Mahotella Queens and Mahlathini, Ladysmith Black Mambazo, Miriam Makeba, Spokes Mashiyane, Lemmy Mabaso, Elijah Nkwanyana, Kippie Moeketsi, Mackay Davashe, all form an intrinsic part of his musical roots, intertwined with vivid portraits of the struggles and the sorrows, the joys and passions of his country.  
His albums include but are not limited to “Promise of a future”, “Alive and well at the whiskey”, “Home is where the music is”, “Black to the future” and “Sixty”.

He recently recorded his latest album “Hugh Masekela: Live at the Market theatre”, a recording that has seen the jazz maestro to embark on a tour of the United States and later Canada in support of his current album.

Mesekela is the father of Sal Masekela, host of American Channel E!’s Daily 10 show, along with Debbie Matenopoulos.

Currently, he uses his position to give a platform to highlighting issues across Africa through music.
