President Accused of Wearing Military Uniforms in Liberian War 

  

The thematic and institutional public hearings by Liberia the Truth and Reconciliation Commission-TRC, has reached crowd pulling stage with chilling accounts of key players in the nation’s body politics. 

  

The hearings unfolding at the Centennial Memorial Pavilion in the heart of the Liberian capital, Monrovia saw its latest guest claiming President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf was in full military uniforms during the height of the Liberian civil crisis in 1990. 

  

Mr. Jesus Alieu Swaray, appearing before the TRC Tuesday 7 August, said he saw Madam Sirleaf in Nimba County , in northern Liberia , fully dressed in military attire on a military base. “I can’t tell what she was doing there, but I saw her, so please ask her”, the former political officer of the defunct rebel movement of Alhaji Kromah, ULIMO to the TRC Commissioners at the jammed hearings. 

  

However, Mr. Swaray also a member of the Progressive Alliance of Liberia-PAL, of the 1970s felt short of providing a definite date, name, and exact location of the military base that he spotted the current Liberia head of state. 

  

Although President Sirleaf has incessantly been accused of participation in the Liberian civil upheaval, this is the first public testimony at the level of the TRC for a key actor to accuse her. However, the president once admitted she initially supported the rebel movement of jailed former president Charles Taylor. But later pulled out when wanton atrocities began to unfold. 

  

President Sirleaf’s turn to face the Commissioners was early this week called off by the TRC saying it had not finalized or confirmed the appointment of the president’s appearance. The commission had earlier announced in a press release the Liberian leader would have appeared on Tuesday 5 August. 

  

Appearing Wednesday 6 August, national security advisor, Dr, H. Boima Fahnbulleh, differed with a previous witness that Americans were involved in the assignation of the former Liberian president William Richard Tolbert during the April 12, 1980 coup. 

  

Former chief justice in the regime of slain Liberian president Samuel Doe said in his testimony to the Commission on Tuesday 5 August the wife of the late president Tolbert , Victoria , told him it was a white American CIA who killed her husband, and not master sergeant Samuel Doe on the night of the coup. 

  

Cllr. Chea Cheapoo also accused America of being behind the Liberian crisis, terming Americans as bad people. “Americans are not good people, I have a problem with them”, he said. 

  

In his marathon testimony, Dr. Fahnbulleh said it could be the Lebanese giving president Tolbert’s involvement in the Middle East crisis at the time. He said the president had endorsed the Polisario Front. Besides, the national security advisor continued, the first consignment of arms to President Samuel Doe following the coup were AK-47 riffles coming from the Palestinian Liberation Organization-PLO, of Yasser Arafat. 

  

Dr.Fahnbulleh served as minister of Education and later Foreign Affaires during the Samuel Doe led Peoples’ Redemption council military junta that lasted from 1980 to 1985 when Doe was transformed to a civilian leader following the 1985 presidential election, widely believed to have been ragged. Before the coup, Dr. Fahnbulleh was a leading member of the Movement for Justice in Africa-MOJA, one of two leading political pressure groups that agitated for change in the 1970s.   

  

Testifying further, the national security advisor said he has no regrets for his role in the Liberian crisis, saying “I could do what I did again if the same situation was to exist”. The charismatic and flamboyant speaker who normally refers to himself as a militant, said the Charles Taylor led rebel war was a revenge mission by the oligarchy (Americo-Liberian regime) to eliminate key figures of native origin including him for the execution of the thirteen government officials following the 1980 coup. He however denied having a hand in the act despite serving in the junta. 

  

Dr. Fahnbulleh’s PDF rebel movement was in the late 1980s crushed even before entering the shores of Liberia by the Sierra Leonean government. Dr. Fahnbulleh termed the failure of his group in its embryonic stage as a conspiracy by the Charles Taylor supporters including the Ivory Coast and America . He said more than a 1,000 of his men died in Sierra Leonean jail, while others were slaughtered by Taylor . 

  

The ongoing thematic hearings are being dominated by those referred to as political actors behind the paradigm shift of democracy in the country. It began with the head of MOJA, Dr. Togbah Nah-Tipoteh, who appeared on Monday of the week. He was followed by members of the other leading political pressure group, the Progressive Alliance of Liberia-PAL, headed the late Liberian political guru G. Barcus Mathews. 

  

A classic historical event that normally brings PAL to the lips of many is the April 14, 1979 rice demonstration dubbed “the rice riot” in Liberian history, which saw the killing of hundreds of innocent civilians in Monrovia by soldiers of the Tolbert regime (according to the reports of the Brownell Committee). 

  

It is still argued today that the killing of innocent civilians by the soldiers coupled with the wide-spread looting may have exposed the soldiers to bravery, thus translating it to the ousting of the Tolbert administration from power. 

  

In a related story, the House of Representatives of the Liberia National Legislature has approved an extension request of the TRC mandate to nine months. However, the action needs the support of the upper House-Senate, for concurrence. The TRC, born out of the Accra peace talks in 2003, has a two-year mandate that folds this September. 

  

The Commission is investigating and documenting happenings in Liberia from 1979 to 2003. It also has mandates to promote peace and reconciliation in Liberia . No one is exempt from appearing before the TRC giving its subpoena powers. 

  

 

